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Extra marks to allow
more girls at [IM-C

Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey | TNN

Kolkata: More women are
settojointhe Indian Institute
of Management Calcuttathis
year, thanks to a new admis-
sion formula to break the tra-
ditional male domination on
the prestigious campus, The
IIM-C faculty expects at least
100 women — around double
the number than the previ-
ous year — to take admission
in the 2013 academic session.
This, said sources, was po-
ssible because women were
given extra points at the time
of admission, a “bold experi-
. ment” that is being observed
. with interest by two other
. bigger IIMs—theonesat Ah-
: medabad and Bangalore.
Candidates who have

cleared the CAT (common
admission test) have to clear

a written “ability test” and

IM-A students

opt for Chinese

bout 70 out of 380

second-yearstudents at
the lIM-Ahmedabad have
optedtolearnMandarin — one
of the world’s most difficult
languages — this year. “China
isthe big elephant and people
have realized they will have to
deal with China now,” said
WM-A communications
professor MM Monippally. T~

an interview to finally se-
cure aseat inan IIM.
According to the new ad-
missions formula adopted
by IIM-C this year, women
weregiventhree extra points
at the pre-interview stage.

That has allowed more wom-'

en to appear for the inter-
view, said sources.
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Ropar II'T to hold first

convocation on February 2

HT Live Correspondent
u chdlivedesk@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR: Indian Institute of
Technology, Ropar, will hold its
first convocation on February 2.

Planning Commission of India
member Dr K Kasturirangan
will be the chief guest at the
convocation, during which 96
graduates will receive their
degrees.

Ropar IIT was among seven
[I'Ts, which were established by
the ministry of human resource

development in 2008 in the
country.

The state government had
provided 500 acres of the Birla
farm at Rupnagar for construct-
ing IIT.

However, only the boundary
wall of the IIT has been com-
pleted so far and the construc-
tion of the main buildings is yet
to start.

Currently, Ropar IIT is func-
tioning from its transit campus
in Rupnagar and is likely to shift
toits permanent campus in the

next two or three years.

The institute also offers
admissions for PhD in com-
puter science and engineer-
ing, mechanical engineering,
electrical engineering, physics,
chemistry, mathematics and
humanities and social science.

Ropar IIT has already start-
ed to make a mark among the
new IITs set up in the
country.

The students of the institute
have been excelling in various
national-level competitions.
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3.5bn years ago, a river

Sat Images Show
Signs Of 1,500Km
Water Flow

London: New astonishing pie-
turesby the European Space Agen-
cy have revealed a 1,500km long
and 7km wide river that once ran
across Mars. The agency’s Mars
Expressimaged the striking upper
part of the remnants of Reull Val-
lisriver on Mars with itshigh-reso-
lution stereo camera, ESA said.
Reull Vallis, is believed to have
formed when running water
flowed in the distant martian past,
cutting a channel through the Pro-
methei Terra Highlands before
running on towards the floor of the
vast Hellas basin. This structure,
which stretches for almost 1,500
km, is flanked by humerous tribu-
taries, one of which can be clearly
seen cutting in to the main valley
towards the upper (north)side.
The images show a region of
Reull Vallis where the channel is 7
km wide and 300 m deep. The sides
of Reull Vallis are sharp and steep.
These structures arebelieved tobe
caused by the passage of loose de-
bris and ice during the “Amazo-
nian” period due to glacial flow
along the channel. They were for.
med after it was originally carved
by liquid water during the Hesper-
ian period, which may have ended
3.5bnto1.8bn yearsago. rm

used to run across Mars?

LUNAR ODYSSEY ' ;'

‘Nasa beams Mona Lisé to Moon with iaser

namajoradvance inlaser communication, Nasa scientists have beamed a

picture of Leonardo da Vinci's masterpiece, Mona Lisa, to a powerful
spacecraft orbiting the Moon, The firstlaser signal carrying the iconic
image, fired from aninstallation in Maryland, beamed the Mona Lisato the
Moon to be received 384,400 km away by Nasa’s Lunar Reconnaissance
Orbiter (LRO), which has been orbiting the Moon since 2009. The MonaLisa
transmission is amajor advance inlaser communication forinterpfanetary
spacecraft, Nasa scientists said. By transmitting the image piggyback on
laser pulses, the team achieved simuitaneous laser communication and
tracking. The success of the laser transmission was verified by returning the
image to Earth using the spacecraft's radio telemetry system. “Thisis the
first time anyone has achieved one-way laser communication at planetary
distances,” said Lunar Orbiter Laser Altimeter, LOLA’s principal inves-
tigator, David Smith of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. er




